
Board of Directors
Cindy Grant, President 
cindy.grant@slepc.org, (205) 910-9268

Stephen Morros, Vice President 
stephen.morros@slepc.org, (205) 939-3942

Peggy Hill, Treasurer & Chairman - Nominations 
treasurer@slepc.org, (256) 287-1332

Stefanie Light, Secretary 
stefanie.light@slepc.org, (256) 734-7551

Edwin Calvert, Board Member at Large 
ed.calvert34@gmail.com, (256) 339-9869

Jerry Gray, Board Member at Large 
jrg@hiwaay.net, (256) 338-4412

Lee Morrison, Chairman - Membership 
lee.morrison@slepc.org, (205) 939-3942

If you would like to join the SLEPC board, 
nominate someone for a board position, or serve 
on a committee, please contact us at 
info@slepc.org.

SLEPC Vision / Mission
The Smith Lake Environmental Preservation 

Committee (SLEPC) was formed in 1995 as an 
IRS recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
with the goal of  preserving and enhancing the 
water quality of Smith Lake and its tributaries for 
people, recreation, fish and other wildlife through 
education and volunteer efforts and by working 
with officials and agencies and other organiza-
tions with similar goals.

Water Levels
As fall is upon us, the lake level is being 

lowered to follow the operating guides set forth 
by Alabama Power. To prevent damage to your 
dock, ensure your dock lines have proper slack to 
manage the fluctuating lake levels.

Save our Lake, 
Watch your WAKE!

Visit us on-line
www.slepc.org 

www.facebook.com/slepc/

Annual Membership Meeting
Saturday, October 5th

The SLEPC Fall Membership Meeting is right around the corner! Please 
join us on Saturday, October 5th at the Dodge City Community Center 
which is located in the lower level of the Dodge City Town Hall. Invite 

your neighbors and friends to attend! All are welcome, and your attendance 
is appreciated. Refreshments will be provided courtesy of the SLEPC Board of 
Directors.

Saturday, October 5th @ 9:00 am 
at the Dodge City Community Center

Lower Level of Dodge City Town Hall, 130 Howard Cir., Hanceville, AL 35077 
(Turn at the Jack’s on Hwy 69 in Dodge City - follow the blue signs)

Nelson Brooke, Riverkeeper, will present about Black Warrior Riverkeeper’s 
activities so far this year, highlighting work on fish kills, sewage, coal mining, fish 
consumption advisories, Sipsey Fork Wild & Scenic River, and coal ash.

The Cullman County Sherrif ’s Office will have representatives at the meeting 
to discuss topics regarding Smith Lake.

The Board Members of SLEPC are elected to a term of one year by the mem-
bers at the Annual Meeting. The Nominating Committee recommends the fol-
lowing slate of candidates for the 2020 SLEPC Board: President, Dr. Cindy Grant; 
Vice President, Stephen Morros; Secretary, Stefanie Light; Treasurer, Margaret 
Hill; First Member-at-large, Edwin Calvert; Second Member-at-large, Jerry Gray.

In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, we will not provide printed 
agendas at SLEPC’s annual meeting. The agenda will be projected on a screen at 
the beginning of the meeting. If members would like a hard copy of the agen-
da, they are encouraged to bring this newsletter to the meeting (see page 2), or 
request a copy in advance of the meeting.

We want to hear from you! Do you have ideas about how we can get everyone 
more involved in SLEPC? Please come and share your thoughts. We look forward 
to seeing you all at the Annual Meeting!

Fall 2019

SLEPC
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

Meeting 
Notice:

WHEN: Saturday, Oct. 5th at 9:00 a.m.
WHERE: Dodge City Community Center



Win in our Slogan Contest

Attention:  Creative Thinkers in SLEPC -- How can 
we get people to keep the Lake free of trash?

The Board is working on a campaign to post signs 
at several points-of entry to the Lake. We need a catchy 
slogan to motivate people to clean up and not litter. As an 
example: Smith Lake Marina displays a SLEPC sign that 
advises:

“Littering is unlAWFUL”
To create something fresh and compelling, we are 

conducting a slogan contest. First prize is a gift certificate 
from Werner’s Trading Company, a SLEPC Business 
Member.

Please send your slogan suggestion with ideas for 
accompanying graphics to info@slepc.org by Nov. 1, 2019.

Like SLEPC on Facebook and 
visit our Website at www.slepc.org

Support SLEPC

• Maintain your membership in SLEPC! We strive to be 
the eyes and ears of the lake. Together we help monitor 
water quality, help prevent the incursion of invasive 
species, host lake cleanups, and more!

• Become a certified water monitor for SLEPC and 
AWW and help us monitor the water quality of Smith 
Lake. If you are interested in joining us as a water 
monitor, please contact stephen.morros@slepc.org.

Street Address on Docks

The Marine Police recommend that lake residents 
place their 911 street address somewhere that 
is visible from the water and that the letters and 

numbers be reflective and at least three inches high. This 
helps them identify a location easier and quicker in an 
emergency.

There are companies offering to make custom signs with 
your Lakhouse “name” and address if you would like a 
custom sign. You can also get creative and make something 
unique to display the name and address to your slice of 
heaven on the lake.

Annual Membership Meeting 

Agenda
Welcome & Opening Comments, Dr. Cindy Grant, President

• Introductions

• 2019 Clean-ups

• Slogan contest

• Approve agenda

Officer/Committee Reports
• Treasurer’s Report, Margaret Hill, Treasurer

• Membership Committee, Lee Morrison, Committee Chair

• Water Testing Committee, Dale Hill, Committee Chair

• By-laws Committee, Dr. Cindy Grant, President

• Nominating Committee, Margaret Hill, Committee Chair

Election of Officers & Board Members

Guest Speakers
• Black Water River Keeper

• Cullman County Sheriff

New Business

Election Results

Closing Remarks, Dr. Cindy Grant, President

Adjournment

Links of interest

• alabamawaterwatch.org
• slepc.org
• smithlake.info
• blackwarriorriver.org

Download the Alabama Power Company Shorelines App 
to get instant access to lake conditions, lake levels and the 
best fishing spots on Smith Lake from your mobile device:
• https://apcshorelines.com/our-lakes/smith

Lake-Friendly Landscaping

Shoreline landscaping and clear-cutting can have a 
major impact on lake swimming, boating, and fish-
ing. How? Nutrients, toxins and silt from storm-water 

run-off, pesticides, and fertilizers can lower water quality 
and clarity, trigger algae blooms, cause excess weed growth, 
and kill fish. Try “lake-friendly landscaping” by adding (or 
leaving) a buffer of native vegetation along the shoreline. 
This reduces the need for pesticides and fertilizers, helps 
filter harmful contaminants before they pollute the lake, and 
helps control erosion.

If you notice a construction site without a silt fence to 
prevent runoff into the lake, please call and report it to AL 
Power Shoreline Management at 205-384-7385. Also report 
the issue to the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management (ADEM) here: http://app.adem.alabama.gov/
complaints/submission.aspx. We are the eyes and ears of the 
lake and we must work to keep it clean.

www.slepc.org
www.alabamawaterwatch.org
www.slepc.org
www.smithlake.info
www.blackwarriorriver.org


WARNING: 
Fish Consumption Advisory

The Alabama Department of 
Public Health (ADPH) and 
ADEM sample fish and compile 

an annual Fish Consumption Advisory. 
Here is the latest for Ryan Creek:
Ryan Creek, Smith Reservoir, approx. 
2.2 miles upstream of CR 222 bridge (Big 
Bridge) and approx. 12 miles upstream of 
Sipsey Fork (Cullman County). 
Largemouth bass, Spotted bass, and 
Striped bass:
[ Do Not Eat Any (Mercury)

Visit the ADPH website to see the latest advisory: 
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/tox/assets/
al-fish-advisory-2019.pdf

Alabama Power and Renew Our Rivers, with the help of 
volunteers like us, has removed more than 15 million 
pounds of trash from lakes and streams since the year 
2000. The trash and debris has consisted of bottles and 
cans, tires, refrigerators, boats, flotation, deflated floats, 

old coolers, mountains of white-beaded foam, and more.

Thank you:
 

SLEPC offers a sincere “Thank You” to the volunteers 
that joined us on our Fall Cleanup on Friday, 

September 20th. We had two boats from AL Power, 
two full crews of volunteers, and were able to remove 

4 large boatloads of trash from our treasured lake.

Please consider joining us in the spring for our next 
cleanup. 2020 dates will be announced soon.

renew our
rivers

Upcoming Events

Oct. 5: Smith Lake Park Bass Fest 
9:00 am - 6:00 pm, Smith Lake Park 
Info: click here

Oct. 12: Spook the Lake 
1-4 PM, Trick or Treat - Smith Lake Style! Dock to dock 
by boat. Sign Up: click here

Properly secure items on your dock 
such as buckets, rafts, chairs, and 

especially your large inflatable 
islands, towables, and floats to 

prevent littering the lake.

Smith Lake Cleanup Challenge

We would like to issue a challenge to those that 
love Smith Lake and want to keep it clean. Here 
is what we ask you to do:

Take a photo of an area that needs cleaning, then take 
a picture after you have done something about it. Post 
it on the SLEPC or Smith Lake Facebook page with the 
tags #cleanup #slepc. Here are some photos from our 
latest SLEPC Cleanup.

Before:

After:

Two Boatloads Full

https://festivalnet.com/78580/Cullman-Alabama/Festivals/Smith-Lake-Park-Bass-Fest
https://www.lewissmithlake.com/product/spook-the-lake-dock-registration/


PO Box 71, Bremen, AL 35033

Join the Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

SLEPC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and depends on your membership and generous donations. Please take a 
moment to review the membership information below. Please join us in our endeavors to preserve Smith Lake and its 
tributaries. Together we can keep Smith Lake beautiful and help it become a Treasured Alabama Lake for everyone to 
enjoy for years to come. All donations are tax deductible and very much appreciated. Join online at www.slepc.org.

Membership Levels:
 ☐ Annual Single Membership ......... $ 25
 ☐ Annual Couple Membership ....... $ 30
 ☐ Lifetime Single Membership ....... $ 100
 ☐ Lifetime Couple Membership ..... $ 200
 ☐ Annual Business Membership .... $ 100
 ☐ I would like to volunteer services
 ☐ I would like to volunteer time
 ☐ Please add me to mailing list

Name: 

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please make checks payable to:
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

Please return this form to:
SLEPC
PO Box 71
Bremen, AL 35033

SLEPC
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

Meeting
Notice:

When: Saturday, Oct. 5th at 9:00 a.m.
Where: Dodge City Community Center




