
SLEPC Vision / Mission
The Smith Lake Environmental Preservation 
Committee (SLEPC) was formed in 1995 as an 
IRS recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
with the goal of  preserving and enhancing the 
water quality of Smith Lake and its tributaries for 
people, recreation, fish and other wildlife through 
education and volunteer efforts and by working 
with officials and agencies and other organiza-
tions with similar goals.

Board of Directors
Stephen Morros, President 
stephen.morros@slepc.org, (205) 939-3942

Theresa Johanson, Vice President 
tbjbhm2@gmail.com, (205) 915-1437

Margaret Hill, Treasurer & Chair - Nominations 
treasurer@slepc.org, (256) 287-1332

Stefanie Light, Secretary 
stefanie.light@slepc.org, (256) 735-4244

Edwin Calvert, Board Member at Large 
ed.calvert34@gmail.com, (256) 339-9869

Jerry Gray, Board Member at Large 
jrgray07@gmail.com, (256) 338-4412

Lee Morrison, Chair - Membership 
lee.morrison@slepc.org, (205) 939-3942

If you would like to join the SLEPC board, 
nominate someone for a board position, or 
serve on a committee, please contact us at 
info@slepc.org.

Water Safety
The lake level is being lowered to follow the 
operating guides set forth by Alabama Power. To 
prevent damage to your dock, ensure your dock 
lines have proper slack to manage the fluctuating 
lake levels. 

Visit Us Online
www.slepc.org 

www.facebook.com/slepc

Save Our Lake, 
Watch Your WAKE!

Annual Membership Meeting

The SLEPC Annual Membership Meeting is right around the corner! 
Please join us on Saturday, November 20th at 9:00am online via Zoom. 
Invite your neighbors and friends to attend! All are welcome, and your 

participation is appreciated. Zoom Meeting Registration information can be 
found at the links below and will also be delivered via email from SLEPC.

The meeting will feature Alabama Water Watch with the Smith Lake - State of 
the Lake covering all three counties (Cullman, Walker, and Winston) within the 
Smith Lake watershed, and the organizations that work to protect them: SLEPC, 
SLCA, and WCSLA. Stephen Morros, the current President of SLEPC, was re-
cently elected to serve on the board of Alabama Water Watch, and looks forward 
to representing our lake and supporting the mission of both SLEPC and AWW.

The Board Members of SLEPC are elected by the members at the Annual 
Membership Meeting. The Nominating Committee recommends the following 
slate of candidates for the 2020 SLEPC Board: President, Stephen Morros; Vice 
President, Theresa Johanson; Secretary, Stefanie Light; Treasurer, Margaret Hill; 
Board Members-at-large, Edwin Calvert, Jerry Gray, and Bethany Rigg.

If you are not a member of SLEPC or have let your annual membership 
lapse, please consider joining or renewing today. There is a membership form 
on the back page of this newsletter, or join online at slepc.org.

We want to hear from you! Do you have ideas about how we can get every-
one more involved in SLEPC? Please join us and share your thoughts. We look 
forward to seeing you all at the Annual Meeting!

Fall 2021

SLEPC
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

o AnnuAl MeMbership MeetingSLEPC State of the Lake

Saturday, November 20Saturday, November 20thth @ 9:00 am @ 9:00 am

Follow the registration links at
slepc.org/blog  or  facebook.com/slepc



Eco-friendly Landscape Contest

Is your landscape eco-friendly? If so, enter it in 
SLEPC’s contest for a chance to win a $500 cash 
prize. This year the contest is only open to lakeside 

landscapes. We plan to expand the competition in future 
years to include areas near Smith Lake because how 
property owners throughout the watershed manage their 
land affects the lake’s health.

The five main judging criteria are water management, 
chemical usage, maintenance methods, plant choice, 
and wildlife support. We also want to acknowledge the 
skill it takes to make all those efforts function together in 
a cohesive, aesthetically pleasing way.

For more information about the contest and how you 
can enter, contact us through our website, slepc.org, mes-
sage us on Facebook, or email us at info@slepc.org.

9 Enter to Win $500 0

WARNING: 
Fish Consumption Advisory

The Alabama Department of 
Public Health (ADPH) and 
ADEM sample fish and compile 

an annual Fish Consumption Advisory. 
Here is the latest for Ryan Creek:
Ryan Creek, Smith Reservoir, approx. 
2.2 miles upstream of CR 222 bridge (Big 
Bridge) and approx. 12 miles upstream of 
Sipsey Fork (Cullman County). 
Largemouth bass, Spotted bass, and 
Striped bass:
[ Do Not Eat Any (Mercury)

Other areas of Smith Lake outside of the SLEPC (Cull-
man County) area are limited to 1 or 2 meals per month. 
To see the full report, visit the ADPH website: 
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/tox/assets/
al-fish-advisory-2021.pdf

Habitat Destruction Around the Lake

If you have brush below the full pool line, you are 
encouraged to leave that brush for fish habitat which 
has been described as “building birdhouses for fish.” 

Alabama Power actually owns the property below the full 
pool mark which is 510’ mean sea level (MSL), so folks 
should not destroy habitat/land that is not theirs.

In order to minimize erosion, Alabama Power stipulates 
that folks not disturb the land below the 510’ MSL full pool 
line with trucks, all-terrain vehicles, etc.

Natives Plants for Shoreline

If you are trying to decide on plants for your shoreline 
buffer, please consider native varieties. Buttonbush 
will do really well and will also attract butterflies. 

Mountain laurel and native azalea (sometimes called 
honeysuckle bush) produce beautiful blooms in the 
spring. If you have a shady spot, the large leaves of the 
cowcumber tree are unique, and the large white blooms 
are magnificent. The purple berries of the American 
beautyberry will add a splash of color in the fall and 
provide a food source for native wildlife.

Native plants such as buttonbush, steeplebush, and 
creek sedge will thrive in this area and help stabilize shore 
and reduce the wash of sediment into the lake. Reduced 
sediment will not only help with water clarity of the lake, 
but also help the gastropod population which is a food 
source for the endangered flattened musk turtles.

SLEPC Adopt-A-Stream Cleanup

Thank you to the sponsors and everyone that 
participated in the SLEPC Adopt-A-Stream Cleanup 
on June 12th. We cleared over 1,000 POUNDS of 

trash from the roadways and prevented it from washing into 
our precious lake! All volunteers received a SLEPC Cleanup 
T-shirt, an awesome lunch, bragging rights, and a sense of 
community and accomplishment. It was great to see new 
faces and meet new friends. Thank you for helping keep 
Smith Lake clean.

We could not have done it without the generous support 
of our sponsors. Please thank and support our sponsors: 

• Cullman County Sheriff ’s Department for providing 
safety, support, and trash collection.

• Piedmont National and PALS for providing garbage 
bags, gloves, safety vests, and Pick-Up-Sticks.

• Ryan’s Creek RV Resort for providing parking and a 
covered lunch pavilion by the lake.

• Lakeside Convenience Barbeque for providing assis-
tance with lunch expense for the volunteers.

We would also like to thank everyone that helped coordi-
nate and plan the event. Your support is much appreciated.



Alabama Power (APCO) Renew Our Rivers at Smith 
Lake has removed more than 6,226,440 pounds of 
trash from Smith Lake since the year 2000. We hope 
to be able to resume Smith Lake SLEPC Cleanups 
with the Alabama Power boats in the Spring. We will 
keep you posted, and we hope you can join us!

renew our
rivers

Find Some Litter - Pick It Up

Whether it is intentional or by mistake, any 
trash that ends up along the roadside will 
eventually make its way to our rivers and 
lakes when it rains. Please DO NOT LITTER.
We can all do our part by picking up after ourselves and 

following these simple steps:
• Place all garbage in trash cans or dumpsters.
• Don’t leave empty cups, bottles, or cans in your cup 

holders on the boat, as they tend to blow out when 
underway.

• Don’t put loose trash into the bed of your truck 
because it will blow out when moving.

• If you see a bottle, can, or other debris floating on the 
water, try to catch it and dispose of it properly.

A good thing to keep in mind when heading out to the 
lake for a day on the water is, “Leave with more than you 
came with.” We can all do our part to keep Smith Lake 
beautiful.

Like SLEPC on Facebook and 
visit our Website at www.slepc.org

Properly secure items on your dock 
such as tables, chairs, large inflatables, 

towables, floats, and toys to prevent 
loss and littering the lake.

Support SLEPC

We want to hear from you! Do you have ideas 
about how we can get everyone more involved in 
SLEPC? Reach out to us on Facebook or email us 

at info@slepc.org. Please share your thoughts. We look forward 
to hearing from you and seeing you on and around the lake!

• Maintain your membership in SLEPC! We strive to be 
the eyes and ears of the lake. Together we help monitor 
water quality, help prevent the incursion of invasive 
species, host lake cleanups, and more!

• Become a certified water monitor for SLEPC and 
AWW and help us monitor the water quality of Smith 
Lake. If you are interested in joining us as a water 
monitor, please contact stephen.morros@slepc.org.

Links of interest

• alabamawaterwatch.org
• slepc.org
• smithlake.info
• blackwarriorriver.org
• alabamarivers.org

Download the Alabama Power Company Shorelines App 
to get instant access to lake conditions, lake levels and the 
best fishing spots on Smith Lake from your mobile device:
• https://apcshorelines.com/our-lakes/smith

AL Power - Smith Lake Office

If you’re looking to build or modify anything on Smith 
Lake, you need a permit granting access. Guidelines 
and request forms are found on the Alabama Power 

Shorelines website here: https://apcshorelines.com/permits/.
If you have any questions or are planning dock or 

shoreline maintenance, reach out to the Smith Lake 
Shoreline Management office for a permit.

Address: 5558 Curry Hwy, Ste 3, Jasper, AL 35503
Phone: 205-384-7385
Website: https://apcshorelines.com/permits/

Join or renew online at

SLEPC.ORG

Keep Smith Lake Beautiful 
Art Contest and Show

Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee 
received a $281.67 donation from the Keep Smith Lake 
Beautiful Art Contest and Show hosted by Smith Lake 

Flea Market & Vintage Mall and Stay Social Smith Lake. 
We appreciate the support and encourage all of you to show 
your appreciation to those that support us in our efforts to 
keep Smith Lake beautiful. THANK YOU!



PO Box 71, Bremen, AL 35033

Join the Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

SLEPC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and depends on your membership and generous donations. Please take a 
moment to review the membership information below. Please join us in our endeavors to preserve Smith Lake and its 
tributaries. Together we can keep Smith Lake beautiful and help it become a Treasured Alabama Lake for everyone to 
enjoy for years to come. All donations are tax deductible to the amount allowed by law, and donations are very much 
appreciated. Join online at www.slepc.org.
Membership Levels:Membership Levels:

 ☐ Annual Single Membership ......... $ 25
 ☐ Annual Couple Membership ....... $ 30
 ☐ Lifetime Single Membership ....... $ 100
 ☐ Lifetime Couple Membership ..... $ 200
 ☐ Annual Business Membership .... $ 100
 ☐ I would like to volunteer services
 ☐ I would like to volunteer time
 ☐ Please add me to mailing list

Name: 

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

Please make checks payable to:Please make checks payable to:
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

Please return this form to:Please return this form to:
SLEPC
PO Box 71
Bremen, AL 35033

SLEPC
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

Please Support Our 2021 SLEPC Business Members

return this form or 
Join Online at
SLEPC.ORG

LAKESIDE
CONVENIENCE
BARBECUE

o AnnuAl MeMbership MeetingSLEPC State of the Lake

Saturday, November 20Saturday, November 20thth @ 9:00 am @ 9:00 am

Register at the links below:
slepc.org/blog  or  facebook.com/slepc


