SLEPC
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

Fall 2022
SLEPC Vision / Mission
The Smith Lake Environmental Preservation
Committee (SLEPC) was formed in 1995 as an
IRS recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
with the goal of preserving and enhancing the
water quality of Smith Lake and its tributaries for
people, recreation, fish and other wildlife through
education and volunteer efforts and by working
with officials and agencies and other organizations with similar goals.

Board of Directors
Stephen Morros, President
stephen.morros@slepc.org, (205) 939-3942
Theresa Johanson, Vice President
tbjbhm2@gmail.com, (205) 915-1437
Margaret Hill, Treasurer & Chair - Nominations
treasurer@slepc.org, (256) 287-1332
Stefanie Light, Secretary
stefanie.light@charter.net, (240) 469-8417
Edwin Calvert, Board Member at Large
ed.calvert34@gmail.com, (256) 339-9869
Jerry Gray, Board Member at Large
jrgray07@gmail.com, (256) 338-4412
Bethany Rigg, Board Member at Large
bethany.rigg@slepc.org, (205) 541-9139
Lee Morrison, Chair - Membership
lee.morrison@slepc.org, (205) 939-3942
If you would like to join the SLEPC board,
nominate someone for a board position, or
serve on a committee, please contact us at
info@slepc.org.

Follow Us Online
Website: www.slepc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/slepc
Twitter: @SLEPC_SmithLake

Save Our Lake,
Watch Your WAKE!

T

Annual Membership Meeting

he SLEPC Fall Membership Meeting is right around the corner! Please join
us on Saturday, November 5th at the Dodge City Community Center or
on Zoom!

Saturday, November 5th @ 9:00 am
at the Dodge City Community Center

Lower Level of Dodge City Town Hall, 130 Howard Cir., Hanceville, AL 35077
Turn at the Jack’s on Hwy 69 in Dodge City - follow the blue signs.
Park in the back parking lot and enter the doors at ground level.
For those that cannot attend the meeting in person, you can join the meeting
online via Zoom. Zoom Meeting Registration information will be provided via
email and shared on the SLEPC Website and Facebook page. Please send any
updates to your contact information to info@slepc.org so that we can update our
records.
Topics will include election of Officers and Board members for 2023, discussion
of proposed changes to the organization’s bylaws, and educational presentations.
The Cullman County Sheriff ’s Office will have representatives at the meeting
to discuss topics regarding the Smith Lake community.
The Board Members of SLEPC are elected to a term of one year by the members at the Annual Meeting. The Nominating Committee recommends the
following slate of candidates for the 2023 SLEPC Board:
• President – Stephen Morros
• Vice President – Theresa Johanson
• Secretary – Stefanie Light
• Treasurer – Margaret Hill
• Board Member at Large – Edwin Calvert
• Board Member at Large – Jerry Gray
• Board Member at Large – Bethany Rigg
Invite your neighbors and friends! Everyone interested in preserving the
beauty and quality of Smith Lake is invited, and your attendance is appreciated.
Refreshments will be provided courtesy of the SLEPC Board of Directors. We
look forward to seeing you all at the Annual Meeting!

Meeting
Notice:

WHEN: Saturday, Nov. 5th at 9:00 a.m.
WHERE: Dodge City Community Center
and online via Zoom

B

Plant THIS, Not THAT

radford pear trees are horrible for many
reasons. When they were first introduced it
was thought that the plants were sterile and
would not reproduce, but the opposite has come
to pass. They are so prolific and weedy that they
are considered one of the worst invasive species.
Their branching structure is not strong, and they are
susceptible to damage during heavy storms. To top
the list of the tree’s atrocities, it smells bad when it
blooms in early spring.
A much better choice that also has white flowers
in very early spring is our native Amelanchier,
which you may know by one of its common names,
serviceberry, shadblow, or juneberry. Native to much
of Eastern North America, you have probably seen
it blooming in early spring before the leaves emerge.
The summertime berries are said to make delicious
jams, jellies, and pies if you can get them before the
birds and other wildlife. It typically grows 15-25 feet
tall and wide and likes full sun to part shade.
Interestingly, it got its common name,
serviceberry, because, during the pioneer days in the
North when the ground froze in winter, graves could
not be dug. But when the Amelanchier trees started
blooming, it indicated the ground was thawed,
and it was time for the Pastor to make his rounds
performing the services.

WARNING:
2022 Fish Consumption Advisory

T

he Alabama Department of
Public Health (ADPH) and
ADEM sample fish and compile
an annual Fish Consumption Advisory.
Here is the latest for Ryan Creek:
Ryan Creek, Smith Reservoir, approx.
2.2 miles upstream of CR 222 bridge (Big
Bridge) and approx. 12 miles upstream of
Sipsey Fork (Cullman County).
Largemouth bass, Spotted bass, and
Striped bass:
[ Do Not Eat Any (Mercury)
Other areas of Smith Lake outside of the SLEPC (Cullman County) area may be limited to 1 or 2 meals per
month. To see the full report, visit the ADPH website:
https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/tox/fish-advisories.
html

renew our

rivers
Alabama Power (APCO) Renew Our Rivers at Smith
Lake has removed more than 6,226,440 pounds
of trash from Smith Lake since the year 2000.

To our volunteers
SLEPC offers a sincere “Thank You” to the volunteers
that joined us on our Fall Cleanup on Friday,
September 16th. We had three boats from AL Power,
three full crews of volunteers, and were able to remove
6 boatloads of trash from our treasured lake.
Please consider joining us in our
cleanup efforts in the future.

Thank you!

Good Watershed = Good lake

W

hat is a watershed and what does it have to do
with the quality of Smith Lake?

A watershed encompasses the entire region
that drains into a particular body of water. Everything
that drains through the Smith Lake watershed ends up in
the lake and has an effect on the water quality.
Decreased water clarity from nutrient enrichment and
soil erosion is something to be concerned about. Both
can adversely affect fish and other aquatic life. In general,
the muddier (from soil erosion) or greener (from increased nitrogen and/or phosphorus) a lake becomes, the
lower the water clarity.
Natural landscaping and shoreline buffers of 15 feet or
more can knock out sediments and take out phosphorous and other nasties before they get to the lake. Let’s all
work together in helping educate the developers and land
owners in ways to properly develop lake home property
to protect the investment that got them here in the first
place - the beauty and clarity of Smith Lake.

Properly secure items on your dock
such as tables, chairs, large inflatables,
towables, floats, and toys to prevent
loss and littering the lake.
Find Some Litter - Pick It Up
Whether it is intentional or by mistake, any trash
that ends up along the roadside in our watershed will
eventually make its way into our lake when it rains.

Please DO NOT LITTER.
We can all do our part to keep Smith Lake beautiful
by picking up after ourselves and following these simple
guidelines:
• Place all garbage in trash cans or dumpsters.
• Don’t leave empty cups, bottles, or cans in your cup
holders on the boat, as they tend to blow out when
underway.
• Don’t put loose trash into the bed of your truck
because it will likely blow out when moving.
• If you see a bottle, can, or other debris floating on the
water, try to catch it and dispose of it properly.
A good thing to keep in mind when heading out to the
lake for a day on the water is,

“Leave with more than you came with.”

ADEM

T

he Alabama Department of Environmental
Management (ADEM) oversees any land
disturbance of one acre or larger or if the disturbance
causes a water quality violation. ADEM’s Decatur office
handles this program for the Smith Lake area.
• (256) 353-1713
• http://adem.alabama.gov/inside/contact.cnt
Report water quality issues or concerns to ADEM.
If you see excessive muddy runoff into the lake, notice several dead fish on the shoreline or floating on the water (fish
kill), notice construction without a proper silt fence, or any
other concerns about degradation of the quality of water in
the lake, please take a picture, note the area on a map (GPS
coordinates), and report the incident to ADEM here:
• https://app.adem.alabama.gov/complaints/submission.
aspx

Links of interest
• alabamawaterwatch.org
• slepc.org
• smithlake.info
• blackwarriorriver.org
• alabamarivers.org
Download the Alabama Power Company Shorelines App
to get instant access to lake conditions, lake levels and the
best fishing spots on Smith Lake from your mobile device:
• https://apcshorelines.com/our-lakes/smith

Like SLEPC on Facebook and
visit our Website at www.slepc.org
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Support SLEPC

e want to hear from you! Do you have ideas
about how we can get everyone more involved
in SLEPC? Reach out to us on Facebook or
email us at info@slepc.org. Please share your thoughts. We
look forward to hearing from you and seeing you on and
around the lake!

• Maintain your membership in SLEPC! We strive
to be the eyes and ears of the lake. Together we help
monitor water quality, help prevent the incursion of
invasive species, host lake cleanups, and more!
• Become a certified water monitor for SLEPC and
AWW and help us monitor the water quality of Smith
Lake. If you are interested in joining us as a water
monitor, please contact stephen.morros@slepc.org.

SLEPC
Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee

PO Box 71, Bremen, AL 35033

Meeting Notice:
WHEN: Saturday, Nov. 5th at 9:00 a.m.
WHERE: Dodge City Community Center
and online via Zoom

Join SLEPC
The Smith Lake Environmental Preservation Committee (SLEPC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and depends
on your membership and generous donations. Please join us in our mission to protect and preserve Smith Lake and its
tributaries. Together we can keep Smith Lake beautiful and help it become a Treasured Alabama Lake for everyone to
enjoy for years to come. All donations are tax deductible to the amount allowed by law, and donations are very much
appreciated. Return this form or join online at www.slepc.org.
Membership Levels:
Name:
☐ Annual Single Membership ......... $ 25
Address:
☐ Annual Couple Membership ....... $ 30
☐ Lifetime Single Membership ....... $ 100 City, State, Zip:
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Lifetime Couple Membership ..... $ 200 Phone:
Annual Business Membership .... $ 100
E-mail:
I would like to volunteer services
I would like to volunteer time
Please add me to the mailing list

Please make checks payable to: SLEPC
Return this form to: SLEPC, PO Box 71, Bremen, AL 35033

Join or Renew Online at
SLEPC.ORG

Please Support Our SLEPC Business Members

